BALTIMORE BIBLE CHURCH
Children’s Ministry
Our Mission Statement
The Children’s Ministry of Baltimore Bible Church exists to glorify God through evangelizing
children, encouraging parents, and edifying servants so that the gospel may be spread among
our children, families may be supported, and the church may be strengthened.

The Roles of Parents, Children and the Church (BBC):
The Children’s Ministry at Baltimore Bible Church has the primary goal of seeing that children
discover who God is through the Word of God so that they will be convicted of their lost
condition and turn to Christ for salvation. The Bible provides two clear emphases for this goal
to be achieved. These emphases are the priority of godly parenting (which is supported by the
local church), and the responsibility of children to respond rightly to this godly parenting.

The Priority of Parenting The Bible wonderfully explains that children are both a reward
and a gift of the Lord (Psalm 127:3). The miracle of children is incomprehensible, as the origin
of each child is conceived of, designed, and formed by God, the Author of life. (Psalm
139:13). The Apostle Paul echoed this when he said: “He Himself [God] gives to all life and
breath and all things…for we also are His offspring” (Acts 17:25,28). God is not only the
Creator of life, He also is the designer of the family wherein children are to be raised spiritually
(Psalm 128:3). Accordingly, the New Testament is very clear that parents must be the number
one influence in the life of their children (Ephesians 6:4). Children who grow up in the home
under a believing parent receive a spiritual advantage because they are continually being
influenced in Christianity. Scripture affirms this in 1 Corinthians 7:14b, categorizing children
like these as “set-apart” or “holy.” This category of “set-apart” or “holy” in no way guarantees
salvation, but connotes that these children are providentially positioned to respond in
repentance and faith to the gospel.
The nature of sin makes raising children in godliness no easy task. Contrary to what our
culture purports, children are born sinners (Jeremiah 17:9, Romans 3:10). Sin, since the fall of
Adam, has been passed down to every baby, with the exception of Christ. (Genesis 3:6-7;
Romans 5:12). David reiterates this saying, “Behold I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin
my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). Based upon children being born in sin, they will
automatically rebel against their parents which is ultimately against the Lord (Proverbs 22:15,
Romans 3:10-12). In response to this rebellion and disobedience, parents must lovingly
administer discipline to their children, guiding them to turn away (John 3:16; Romans 10:9-10)
from sin to Christ (Proverbs 13:24, 19:18, 23:13-14).
Along with the faithful parental administration of discipline, consistently teaching God’s Word is
commanded (Ephesians 6:4b). In the Old Testament, Moses gave a clear mandate to the
Israelites to instruct their children in the Law and its daily application (Deuteronomy 6:2-9) to

insure that the fear of God would be passed down from generation to generation. Two New
Testament parents who were faithful in this way were Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, and
Timothy’s mother, Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5). The Apostle Paul, in 2 Timothy 3:15, commends
their godly efforts by noting they had raised Timothy in the Scriptures from “infancy.”

The Responsibility of Children Though Scripture clearly lays the burden upon the parents
to raise their children in the Lord, children also have a biblical mandate to obey God’s Word.
Hannah, a godly mother from the Old Testament, dedicated her son Samuel to the Lord in the
priesthood of . Samuel, in God’s providence, evidently responded rightly as a young boy being
raised in the priesthood because 1 Samuel 2:16 records that he grew “in stature and in favor
both with the Lord and with men” (1 Samuel 2:26). In a superior manner, Christ Jesus, being
without sin from the beginning, always responded in righteousness to both his earthly parents
and His heavenly Father (Luke 2:51, John 5:30). The Gospels tell us that Jesus as a twelve
year old “astonished” and “amazed” those who heard His teaching (Luke 2: 42,47-48). Also,
like Samuel, He increased “in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.” Based
upon these biblical examples and others, Baltimore Bible Church encourages children to take
positive steps toward God from their earliest days (cf. Matt. 21:15-16; Mark 10:13-16).
The over-arching New Testament commands regarding the responsibility of children are found
in Ephesians 6:1-2. Ephesians 6:1-3 addresses children directly saying “Children obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first
commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the
earth” (cf. Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Colossians 3:2). In the same way, the Proverbs
call children to obey their parents’ instruction. The Proverbs, similarly to Ephesians 6:1-3,
teach that obedience promises children a blessed and protected life (Proverbs 1:8-19; 3:1-2;
5:1-2). From these commands it is clear that children have the responsibility to obey. The
obedience of children is not slavish, but, on the contrary, a blessed obedience. As children
listen to and obey the Word of God, they will become wiser than those who are their elders
(Psalm 119:100), will be kept in purity (Psalm 119:9), and most of all, they will gain the
“…wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). This
is our greatest desire at Baltimore Bible Church.

The Role of the Church Having cited these two biblical emphases the question remains:
“What does the Bible say regarding the church and its involvement in children’s ministry?”
Regarding the role of the church, in children’s ministry, there is no direct biblical mandate.
However, just as with any principles from Scripture, the church is commanded to declare the
aforementioned biblical emphases by preaching and teaching (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Timothy 4:12). Nevertheless, in addition to preaching and teaching these principles, in efforts to faithfully
“equip the saints,” and “shepherd the flock of God,” (Ephesians 4:12; 1 Peter 5:2) Baltimore
Bible Church presently offers particular parent and children programs.

What to Expect at BBC’s Children’s Ministry
as of June 2014

Currently, Baltimore Bible Church provides a teaching and care role for children 0-5 yrs of age
during our worship service. Our worship service begins at 2pm, and infants may be received
no earlier than 1:40pm. Please sign in all of your children, at the children’s classrooms, prior to
coming into service.
Infants (0-2 yrs)
Baltimore Bible Church:
- provides care for infants during the entire service
- provides a curriculum that includes:
a. safe play time, naps, bottle feeding, diaper checks and holding
b. story time with reading of the scriptures, often to include the same BBC Question and
Answer that is done by the congregation
c. praying over each child with specific biblically-based prayers each week.
- may contact parents in service, for children who are inconsolable for greater than 15 minutes
- provides parents with a personalized prayer card for each child
BBC encourages parents to pray over their children and read the scriptures to them, even at
this youngest of ages. The weekly prayer cards and The Jesus Storybook Bible are two
resources we commend to you. Please let us know if we can assist or encourage you in this
joyful task.
Toddlers (3-5 yrs)
Baltimore Bible Church:
- provides teaching and care during the 2nd half of service. Children 3-5 yrs will sit with their
parents and be dismissed mid-service by our service leader
- provides curriculum that includes:
a. safe play, non-allergenic snack time, bathroom break/diaper checks
b. scripture memory of the BBC Question and Answer
c. teaching time focused on the person and work of Jesus Christ
d. prayers over the children that include specific weekly prayers
BBC encourages parents to pray with and teach these children the gospel and wonders of
God. The weekly prayer cards, The Jesus Story Book Bible, and weekly class handouts are
resources we commend to you. Lastly, reviewing the children’s version of the BBC Question
and Answer at meals or in the car is commended. Lastly, our website has the weekly songs
from service that can be played on a phone to listen at home or in the car. Please let us know
if we can assist or encourage you in this joyful task.

Baltimore Bible Church Well-Child Policy
To protect our children guests and volunteers, we have a “well child” policy at Baltimore Bible
Church. For this reason, we ask that a child not be left to the Children’s Ministry who appears
to be ill. If a child is found to be ill while in our care, the parents will be notified immediately.
We ask that a parent keep their child at home or with them in service if they have any of the
following symptoms and/or illnesses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discolored (not clear) nasal discharge
A fever within the last 24 hours
Unusual lethargy, irritability, persistent crying, difficulty breathing, or other
signs of possible severe illness
Strep throat, until 24 hours after treatment has been initiated, and until the
child has been fever free for 24 hour.
Diarrhea that is not contained by diapers
Vomiting two or more times in the previous 24 hours unless the vomiting is
determined to be due to a non-communicable condition
Pink eye with white or yellow discharge, often with matted eyelids after sleep
and eye pain or redness of the eyelids or skin surrounding the eye, until 36 hours
after treatment has been initiated
Chicken pox, until all lesions have dried and crusted
Mumps, until nine days after onset of parotid gland swelling
Scabies, until after treatment has been completed
Head lice
Any open skin sore until 24 hours after treatment has been initiated
Persistent, uncontrollable biting
If a child is being treated with antibiotics, he/she should be on the drug for 24
hours prior to attending nursery. Parents, please let a nursery director know if a
child has a continually clear runny nose or rash due to non-contagious allergies.

Lastly, Baltimore Bible Church volunteers or staff do not provide medication of any kind to
children.
Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration.

EVANGELIZING CHILDREN
For many believers, fulfilling Christ’s command to make disciples of all nations begins at
home—with their children. In fact, few experiences bring greater joy to Christian parents than
seeing their children come to faith in Christ.
The process of evangelizing one’s children, however, can be a daunting task. For many
parents, the questions are as practical as they are disconcerting: How should I present the
gospel to my children? What’s the best approach to take? How do I know if I’m doing it right?
Pitfalls, both real and imagined, intimidate virtually every parent who contemplates this
responsibility. On one hand, there’s the danger of leading children to think they are saved
when they are not. On the other, there’s the risk of discouraging children who express a
genuine desire to follow Christ, thus encouraging the misconception that children cannot be
saved.
How, then, should we evangelize our children? The answer to this question is not an easy one,
but it begins with recognizing and avoiding some of the common pitfalls in child evangelism.
Baltimore Bible Church is committed to equipping Christians through teaching, in both written
and oral form, counseling, mentoring, and classes to accomplish what God has called us to.
Please contact Pastor George or any of the teachers or leaders of the Children’s Ministry if we
can serve and pray for you in this way.

COMMON PITFALLS IN EVANGELIZING CHILDREN
Oversimplifying the Gospel of Christ
The temptation for many parents is to oversimplify the message of the gospel when they
evangelize their children. Sometimes this stems from canned or programmed approaches to
child evangelism, which often abbreviate the gospel, downplay the demands of the gospel, or
leave out key aspects of the gospel altogether.
Children must be able to understand the gospel clearly before they can be saved. This
involves grasping concepts such as good and evil, sin and punishment, repentance and faith,
God’s holiness and wrath against sin, the deity of Christ and His atonement for sin, and the
resurrection and lordship of Christ. Certainly parents need to use terminology children can
comprehend and be clear in communicating the message, but when Scripture talks about
teaching children spiritual truth, the emphasis is on thoroughness (Deuteronomy 6:6–7).
Oversimplification is a greater danger than giving too much detail. It is the truth—found in
God’s Word—that saves, but that truth must be understood.

Coercing a Profession of Faith
Whether parents present the gospel in an oversimplified or thorough manner, many solicit
some kind of active response to that message. It could be a show of hands in a group setting,
a rote repetition of “the sinner’s prayer,” or almost anything that may be counted as a positive

response. Children will almost always respond in whatever way parents ask—not at all
guaranteeing real acts of faith in Christ.
Rather than getting their children to pray “the sinner’s prayer” or enticing them into a superficial
response, parents must faithfully, patiently, and thoroughly teach them the gospel and
diligently pray for their salvation, always bearing in mind that God is the One who saves. There
is no need to pressure or coerce a confession from the mouth of a child, for genuine
repentance will bring forth its own confession as the Lord opens the heart in response to the
gospel. And as time goes by, it is never right to reinforce to the child that a childhood prayer is
evidence of salvation.

Assuming the Reality of Regeneration
The next pitfall is assuming with certainty that a child’s positive response to the gospel is fullfledged saving faith. The temptation here is to regard regeneration as a settled matter because
of an outward indication that the child has believed. One cannot assume, however, that every
profession of faith reflects a genuine work of God in the heart (Matt. 7:21–23), and this is
particularly true of children.
Children often respond positively to the gospel for a host of reasons, many of which are
unrelated to any awareness of sin or real understanding of spiritual truth. Many children, for
example, profess faith because of peer pressure at church or a desire to please their parents.
While Scripture speaks to the capability of children to receive instruction (Deut. 6:6-7; Prov.
22:6), it also indicates that children tend to be immature (1 Cor. 13:11; 14:20), foolish (Prov.
22:15), inconsistent and fickle (Matt. 11:16–17), and unstable and easily deceived (Eph. 4:14).
Children often think they have understood the ramifications of a given commitment when they
have not. Their judgment is shallow and their ability to see the implications of their decisions is
very weak. Despite the best of intentions, they seldom have the ability to think far beyond
today, nor do they perceive the extent to which their choices will affect tomorrow. This makes
children more vulnerable to self-deception, and it makes it more difficult for a parent to discern
God’s saving work in their hearts.
For this reason, only when a child’s stated convictions and beliefs are tested by circumstances
in life as he matures do parents begin to learn more conclusively his spiritual direction. While
many people do make a genuine commitment to Christ when young, a good many others don’t
come to an adequate understanding of the gospel until their teenage years. Others who
profess Christ in childhood turn away. It is only appropriate, then, that parents move cautiously
in affirming a child’s profession of faith and not be quick to take any initial show of commitment
as decisive proof of conversion.

Assuring the Child of Salvation
After becoming convinced their child is saved, many parents seek to give that child verbal
assurance of his salvation. As a consequence, the church is filled with teenagers and adults
whose hearts are devoid of real love for Christ, but who think they are genuine Christians
because of something they did as children.
It is the role of the Holy Spirit—not the parent or Sunday School teacher—to give assurance of
salvation (Rom. 8:15–16). Too many people whose hearts are utterly cold to the things of the

Lord believe they are going to heaven simply because they responded positively as children to
an evangelistic invitation. Having “asked Jesus to come into their hearts,” they were then given
a false assurance and taught never to examine themselves and never to entertain any doubt
about their salvation. Parents should commend and rejoice in the evidence of real salvation in
the lives of their children only when they know the child understands the gospel, believes it,
and manifests the genuine evidence of true salvation— devotion to Christ, obedience to the
Word, and love for others.

Rushing the Ordinance of Baptism
Another common pitfall for parents is having the child baptized immediately after he professes
faith. Although Scripture commands that believers be baptized (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38), it is
best not to rush into the ordinance in the case of a child. Rather than rushing them into
baptism after an initial profession, then, it is wiser to take the ongoing opportunity to interact
with them and wait for more significant evidence of conversion. Even if a child can say enough
in a testimony to make it reasonably clear that he understands and embraces the gospel,
baptism should wait until he manifests evidence of regeneration.
Here at Baltimore Bible Church, though exceptions have been made, our general practice is to
wait until a professing child has reached the age of twelve. Because baptism is seen as
something clear and final, our primary concern is that when a younger child is baptized he
tends to look to that experience as proof that he was saved. Therefore, in the case of an
unregenerate child who is baptized—which is not uncommon in the church at large—baptism
actually does him a disservice. It is better to wait until the reality to which baptism testifies can
be more easily discerned.

Indifference in Child Evangelism
The misconception that children are incapable of saving faith can be a final and tragic pitfall for
parents and those who minister to children in the church. While caution is needed in providing
assurance, and care is necessary in communicating the gospel, parents and teachers must
continually provide a call for children to repent and believe in the person and work of Christ for
salvation.

FOUNDATIONAL KEYS TO EVANGELIZING CHILDREN
It is not enough for parents simply to avoid these common pitfalls—they must also seek to put
into practice the following keys to child evangelism.

Setting a Consistent Example of Godliness
Evangelizing children consists not simply of verbalizing the gospel with one’s mouth, but also
of exemplifying it in one’s life. As parents explain the truths of God’s Word, children have the
unique opportunity to observe their lives up close and to see whether they seriously believe
what they are teaching. When parents are faithful not only to proclaim, but also to live out the
gospel, the impact is profound.

Because marriage is a picture of Christ’s relationship with the church (Eph. 5:22–33), the
relationship between the parents as husband and wife is particularly significant. In fact, aside
from the parents’ fundamental commitment to Christ, the single most important foundation for
successful parenting is a healthy, Christ-centered marriage. Setting a consistent example of
godliness is indispensable.

Proclaiming the Complete Gospel of Christ
The heart of evangelism is the gospel, “for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes” (Rom. 1:16). If a child is to repent and believe in Christ, then, it will be through the
proclamation of the message of the cross (1 Cor. 1:18–25; 2 Tim. 3:15; James 1:18; 1 Peter
1:23–25). Children will not be saved apart from the gospel.
For this reason, parents need to teach their children the law of God, teach them the gospel of
divine grace, show them their need for a Savior, and point them to Jesus Christ as the only
One who can save them. It is best to start from the beginning—God, creation, the fall, sin,
salvation, and Christ in His life, death, and resurrection.
As they teach their children, parents must resist the temptation to downplay or soften the
demands of the gospel and must proclaim the message in its fullness. The need to surrender
to the lordship of Christ, for example, is not too difficult for children to understand. Any child
who is old enough to understand the basic gospel is also able by God’s grace to trust Him
completely and respond with the purest, most sincere kind of repentance.
The key is to be clear and thorough. Parents more than anyone have ample time and
opportunity to explain and illustrate gospel truths, to correct misunderstandings, and to clarify
and review the most difficult aspects of the message. The wise parent will be faithful, patient,
and persistent, being careful to look at every moment of the child’s life as a teaching
opportunity (Deut. 6:6–7).
One such teaching opportunity is found in the parents’ responsibility to discipline and correct
their children when they are disobedient (Eph. 6:4). Rather than seeking simply to modify
behavior, the wise parent will look at discipline as an opportunity to help his children become
aware of their failure and inability to obey, and subsequently, their need for forgiveness in
Christ. In this way, discipline and correction are used to bring children to a sober assessment
of themselves as sinners and to lead to the cross of Christ where sinners can be forgiven.
As parents explain the gospel and exhort their children to respond to the gospel, it is best to
avoid an emphasis on external actions, such as praying “the sinner’s prayer.” There is an
urgency inherent in the gospel message itself— and it is right for parents to impress that
urgency on the child’s heart—but the focus should be kept on the internal response Scripture
calls for from sinners: repentance from sin and faith in Christ. As parents diligently teach the
gospel and take opportunities each day to instruct their children in the truth of God’s Word,
they can begin to look for signs that their children have indeed repented and believed.

Understanding the Biblical Evidences of Salvation
The evidence that someone has genuinely repented of his sin and believed in Christ is the
same in a child as it is in an adult—spiritual transformation. According to Scripture, true
believers follow Christ (John 10:27), confess their sins (1 John 1:9), love their brothers (1 John

3:14), obey God’s commandments (1 John 2:3; John 15:14), do the will of God (Matt. 12:50),
abide in God’s Word (John 8:31), keep God’s Word (John 17:6), and do good works (Eph.
2:10).
Parents should look for an increasing measure of this kind of fruit in their children’s lives as
they continue to instruct them in the truths of the gospel. In addition, parents should be fervent
in their efforts to teach their children about Christ and their need for salvation, but they should
also recognize that an essential part of that work is to guard them from thinking they are saved
when they are not. Understanding the biblical evidences of salvation—and explaining them to
one’s children—is foundational to this work of protection.

Encouraging Possible Signs of Conversion
Because of the immaturity and fickleness of children, it is tempting for some parents to write off
childlike expressions of faith as trivial, or even meaningless. In contrast, parents should
encourage every sign of faith in their children and use the opportunity to teach them even more
about Christ and the gospel. When a child expresses a desire to learn about Jesus, parents
should feed that desire and encourage the child when they see possible signs of conversion.
Even if parents conclude it’s too early to regard their child’s interest in Christ as mature faith,
they must not deride a profession of faith as false, for it may be the seed from which mature
faith will later emerge. Instead, the parent should continue to point that child toward Christ,
teaching the truth of God’s Word with patience and diligence, and always looking to the One
who is able to open hearts to respond to the gospel.

Trusting the Absolute Sovereignty of God
The greatest need of children is to be born again. Regeneration, however, is not something
that parents can do for them. Parents may pressure their children into a false profession, but
genuine faith and repentance can only be granted by God who regenerates the heart. Put
simply, the new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit and Him alone (John 3:8).
The salvation of children, then, cannot be produced by the faithfulness or diligence of parents,
but only by the sovereign work of God Himself. Such a realization should bring comfort to
parents. In addition, it should motivate them to bathe their evangelistic efforts in prayer to the
One who does His work where they cannot—in the child’s heart.

“ON ONE HAND, THERE’S THE DANGER OF LEADING CHILDREN TO THINK THEY ARE
SAVED WHEN THEY ARE NOT. ON THE OTHER, THERE’S THE RISK OF DISCOURAGING
CHILDREN WHO EXPRESS A GENUINE DESIRE TO FOLLOW CHRIST.”
“EVANGELIZING CHILDREN CONSISTS NOT SIMPLY OF VERBALIZING THE GOSPEL WITH
ONE’S MOUTH, BUT ALSO OF EXEMPLIFYING IT IN ONE’S LIFE.”
“WHEN PARENTS ARE FAITHFUL NOT ONLY TO PROCLAIM, BUT ALSO TO LIVE OUT THE
GOSPEL, THE IMPACT IS PROFOUND.”

…PARENTS SHOULD BE FERVENT IN THEIR EFFORTS TO TEACH THEIR CHILDREN
ABOUT CHRIST AND THEIR NEED FOR SALVATION, BUT THEY SHOULD ALSO RECOGNIZE
THAT AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THAT WORK IS TO GUARD THEM FROM THINKING THEY
ARE SAVED WHEN THEY ARE NOT.

